
           FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
             December 21, 2008 
                              

          GODÕS PROMISE 
 
The lengthy passage from Samuel is a 
wonderful exposition of GodÕs promise to 
the house of David: that his throne would 
forever be gloriously occupied by his 
descendants. Hidden in the mystery of the 

prophecy is the promise of the Savior, the Messiah, Son 
of God and Son of David. The prophet Nathan, speaking 
in GodÕs name, poetically turns around DavidÕs plan to 
build a house for God, and announces GodÕs plan to 
build a Òhouse,Ó that is, a dynasty for David. From this 
house of David will come the Messiah, the Christ, not in 
kingly splendor as David ruled, but as a humble man, 
destined to rule forever and over all. When God gives a 
gift, itÕs amazing what we are givenÑ so different from 
what we ever could have imagined.© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
 

TODAYÕS READINGS 
First Reading Ñ  I will fix a place for my people. I will 
plant them so that they may dwell in their place without 
further disturbance (2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16). 
Psalm Ñ  For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord  
(Psalm 89). 
Second Reading Ñ  To the only wise God, through 
Jesus Christ, be glory forever and ever (Romans 16:25-
27). 
Gospel Ñ  Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May 
it be done to me according to your word (Luke 1:26-38). 
 
 
 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79 
Thursday: Vigil : Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17, 

22-25; 
  Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] 

Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14; 
Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 
2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 
1:1-18[1-5, 9-14] 

Friday:   Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
Saturday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3;  
  Ps 128 or Ps 105; Col 3:12-21 [12-17]  
  or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19;  
  Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40] 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Saturday,   Dec. 20, 2008 
4:30PM       Stacy Hagan (1st anniv) (Mom & Dad)  
 
Sunday,       Dec. 21, 2008 
8:00AM      Emilio & Lena ( The Family) 
10:30AM     JoAnne Raubertas ( Valentine Raubertas/Fam) 
                        
Monday,      Dec. 22, 2008  
7:15AM       Anthony & Louise Pizzi (The Family) 
 
Tuesday,     Dec. 23, 2008 
9:00AM       Dave Graff, Jr. (The Family) 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2008  CHRISTMAS EVE  
4:30   PM   SL     Children of the Parish    
4:30   PM   SH     Children of the Parish 
12:00  AM  SH  People of the Parish  MIDNIGHT MASS  
 
Thursday,   Dec. 25, 2008-NATIVITY OF OUR LORD      
9:00AM        People of the Parish 
 
Friday,        Dec. 26, 2008  
7:15AM       Marion Bailey ( Gloria Conner) 
 
Saturday,    Dec. 27, 2008  
4:30PM        Dominic Volpe ( Rosemary Volpe) 
                            
Sunday,       Dec. 28, 2008 
8:00AM        Rita Layton (Joe Zarrella & Family) 
10:30 AM     JoAnne Raubertas (Valentine Raubertas/Fam) 
 

 
Roger Mauro, Marie LaCourt, Gloria Dappolone, Felix 
Napoliello, Selma Petters, Veronika Weis,   Michael Kelly, 
Sue Grieco, Katherine Bradley, George Doelling,  Caroline 
Goetz,  Rosemary Volpe, Eleanor Whisler, Floss Maccarella, 
Joe Caromano, Eleanor Stephenson, Florence & John Watson, 
,Jack Scharff, Maura McCartan, Dennis Williams. 
 
 
KEEPING IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS  
ALL victims of wars, for those in harmÕs way, and 
for our military, at home or overseas, especially for: 
Joseph Beahon. 
 
                          
                     

The child to be born will be called 
holy, the Son of God. 
Ñ Luke 1:35 
 

 
                         



 
 

                           FINANCE  CORNER 
                               Dec. 13-14 
                   Offertory:  $2946.00 
       Retirement for Religious:   $973.00 
 
                      THANK YOU!  
    
                        Stewardship Reflection 
                       Stewardship Gifts 
ÒHis master said to him.  ÒWell done, my good and 
faithful servant.  Since you were faithful in small 
matters, I will give you great responsibilities.  Come, 
share your masterÕs joy.Ó  (Matthew 25:21) 
 
We use our giftedness wisely when we make God 
our priority and share our gifts with others.  The 
MasterÕs words of praise and welcome for the 
servant who lives Stewardship are our promised 
words when we meet God face to face 
 
 
ADVENT  ACTIVITIES:  
December 20-21 4th Sunday of Advent 
4th candle is lit.  Readings focus on Joseph and 
Mary preparing to become the parents of Jesus.  All 
Expectant Parents in the parish will receive a 
special blessing.   
      
 

2008 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE  
 
CHRISTMAS EVE:  
4:30PM Ð ChildrenÕs Liturgy at Sacred Heart 
Church 
4:30 PM -   ChildrenÕs  Liturgy at St. LucyÕs 
Church 
12:00 Midnight Ð Sacred Heart Church 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY  9:00AM Ð St. LucyÕs Church                                    

               
NEW YEARÕS EVE 
5:00PM Ð St. LucyÕs Church 
 
NEW YEARÕS DAY 
9:00AMÐ Sacred Heart Church 
 
 

 YEAR OF ST. PAUL 
 
Our Bishop has designated three diocesan 
churches as Pilgrimage Churches in observance of 
the Pauline Year.  The Cathedral of the Immaculate 
conception in Camden, the church of Saints Peter 
and Paul in Turnersville, and the church of Saint 
Paul in Stone Harbor. 
 
Those who devoutly visit any one of these churches 
will be able to gain a special Plenary Indulgence 
granted by the Holy Father during the Pauline 
Year.  The Worship Office will be providing a 
booklet of prayers to be used on the occasion of a 
visit, either as a group or as an individual to the 
pilgrimage churches. 
 
The Bishop also invites us to join him on a 
Diocesan Pilgrimage.  All will gather first for 
Evening Prayer at the Cathedral on Sunday, 
January 4.  At the second Diocesan gathering to be 
held on Sunday, January 25, Conversion of St. 
Paul, Mass will be celebrated at SS. Peter and Paul 
Church in Turnersville.  The Pilgrimage will 
conclude at St. Paul church, Stone Harbor on 
Sunday, June 28. Those who gather for these 
special celebrations will be able to receive the 
plenary indulgence attached to the Pauline Year.  
 
 
 

What is an Indulgence? 

"An indulgence is a remission before God of 
the temporal punishment due to sins whose 
guilt has already been forgiven, which the 
faithful Christian who is duly disposed gains 
under certain prescribed conditions through the 
action of the Church, which, as the minister of 
redemption, dispenses and applies with 
authority the treasury of the satisfaction of 
Christ and the saints."  

Sin has a double consequence Ð eternal 
punishment (due to grave sin) and temporal 
punishment.  The forgiveness of sin and 
restoration of communion with God entail the 
remission of eternal punishment, but temporal 
punishment remains.  Indulgence removes all 
(plenary) or part of (partial) temporal 
punishment.    Catechism of the Catholic Church 

       

                                 

                   
 
 
 
 



TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION  
 Children of the parish are somewhat focused on 
Santa Claus these days, who is keeping an eye on whoÕs 
naughty and nice. Santa Claus, with his heavenly patron Saint 
Nicholas, has been more or less in charge of gift-giving to 
American children for a hundred years or so. In other places, 
perhaps more attentive to our Christian tradition, there are 
different gift-bearers. In Greece, Saint Basil delivers the 
presents on his feast day, December 31, and makes sure 
everyone is sprinkled with holy water. The Baby Jesus is in 
charge elsewhere, called the Christkind in Austria and 
Belgium, El Ni–o Jesœs in Columbia, and Le Petit Jesus in 
France, where he shares his duties with P•re No‘l . In the 
Czech Republic almost everyone is atheist, but Je_’!ek, the 
infant Jesus, brings gifts to one and all. In Poland the ÒStar 
ManÓ is said to bring the gifts, although often he turns out to 
be the village priest in disguise. Saint Nicholas, not his 
Americanized cousin, is the giver in Holland, where he wears 
a bishopÕs miter, and in Russia, where he wears a bishopÕs 
crown. Soviet Russia tried to dethrone Saint Nicholas and 
promote Grandfather Frost, but no one was much fooled by 
this attempt to squeeze religion out of ChristÕs birth. One 
country has a saintly woman in charge of the gifts, Saint Lucy, 
honored in Sweden on December 13, when children serve 
their parents breakfast in bed, and others awake to news that 
they have been nominated for a Nobel Prize. Some children 
have a second round of gifts on Epiphany, when the magi 
assume the gift-giving duties. In general, the gifts of 
Christmas are simple pleasures, not great heaps of treasures. 
Once upon a time, a new pair of socks or an orange was 
enough for us. No matter what gifts we receive, all of them are 
to point us to the true gift, and the true giver.Ñ Rev. James 
Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Many people think that Saint Francis originated the Christmas 
cr•che, but its origins go far back. The Basilica of St. Mary 
Major in Rome has housed what is said to be relics of the 
cradle of Jesus since the seventh century. In time, every year 
during the Christmas season the reliquary (container for relics) 
was surrounded by an increasingly grand three-dimensional 
scene of the place of JesusÕ birth. Rocks and trees, houses, 
streams, figurines of villagers going about their daily tasks 
were all included. It was a very dramatic presentation. If 
youÕve ever seen an elaborate model train installation, you get 
the idea. The proper term for this depiction is presipio, from 
the Latin word for ÒsurroundÓ or Òhedge.Ó 
 Over the centuries, the custom spread first to 
churches, and then to aristocratic homes. In Italy, whole 
chapels are often set aside for the presipio, and it is not 
unusual to have hundreds of figures. It can sometimes be a 
challenge to locate the Holy Family amid the crowd, almost 
like a ÒWhereÕs Waldo?Ó childrenÕs book. The oldest 
surviving presipio is in St. Mary Major and dates from the 
thirteenth century, although many pieces have been broken or 
lost. Saint Francis of Assisi took a decidedly creative step in 
1233 in the village of Greccio, when he directed his followers 
to fill a manger with hay and tether an ox and ass nearby. He 
then invited the villagers to attend Mass outdoors near the Rev. 
James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Christmas Greeting   
BEHOLD HOW LOVE IS BORN!  

Dear Parishioners,  

Merry Christmas! Christmas remind s us that 
God keeps His word. God promised to send 
us a savior, and so indeed, He did. He sent us 
Himself. This is the mystery of the 
Incarnation: that God became one of us to 
lead us to the fullness of life, grace and 
salvation. 

We hope you will take the time to celebrate 
this great mystery with all your brothers 
and sisters in Christ, and join us for Mass 
throughout the season.  

We also hope that if you have not been with 
us regularly, you might offer as your gift to 
Jesus on His birthday a return to weekl y 
Mass attendance. Our celebrations are not 
complete without you!  

             

Thank you for being a part of our wonderful 
parish family,  for welcoming us into your 
midst, and supporting us with your love and 
prayers . We wish you and your family a  
blessed Christmas Season, and a New Year 
filled with many blessings.   

The Parish Staff 

                    


